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01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-18
The Man under the Sun 
Ecclesiastes 1:1-18 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
In order to introduce this study we can think of no better way than to go to our booklet on Ecclesiastes for a quotation. 

1. Ecclesiastes stands by itself in its message to men who live "under the sun." Many of its conclusions are voiced in other portions of Holy Writ, but no other part of the Bible deals exclusively with the things which concern the natural man. 

Satan knows that Ecclesiastes demonstrates, to a conclusion, that all things "done under the sun" are "vanity and vexation of spirit." 

Satan himself would paint every world picture with pleasing outlines; he would magnify the glory of things terrestrial and minify the glory of things Heavenly. 

It is, therefore, no marvel that every satanic energy is set toward discounting and denying the Book of God which lifts the mask from blinded eyes and displays the real value of the things "under the sun." 

Men, too, who know not the Lord Jesus Christ and the power of His resurrection and the vision of the things to come; men whose all is centered in, corruptible, earthly thing's which shall be shaken and pass away, such men are desirous to discount God's testimony of things done "under the sun," because those things are their all in all. 

Thus Satan and men mock the Book that manifests the folly of men, and criticize the Book that is God's critic of all they are and have and do. 

2. Believers, sometimes, stumble in mind as they read Ecclesiastes, because they fail to grasp the intent of the Book. There are passages concerning life and death and the future state that startle the saint passages, indeed, altogether foreign to those of other Scriptures. 

It is necessary, therefore, to find the key that unlocks the mysteries of the message of Ecclesiastes. Solomon was God's servant. He had a checkered experience. He first sought wisdom from the hand of God. This was given him, and with it he was given wealth. Solomon did not, however, profit by his. gifts. 

God, long before, had said of Israel's king: "He shall not multiply horses to himself." But "Solomon had four thousand stalls for horses and chariots, and twelve thousand horsemen." "And they brought unto Solomon horses out of Egypt, and out of all lands." 

God had said of Israel's king: "Neither shall he multiply wives to himself, that his heart turn not away." "But King Solomon loved many strange women, together with the daughter of Pharaoh, women of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites; * * concerning which the Lord said * * 'Ye shall not go in to them, * * for surely they will turn away your heart after their gods.' Solomon clave unto these in love. And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines: and his wives turned away his heart." 

God had said of Israel's king: "Neither shall he greatly multiply to himself silver and gold." But Solomon made "silver to be in Jerusalem as stones." 

No wonder that "Solomon was not perfect with the Lord his God." No wonder that "Solomon did evil in the sight of the Lord." No wonder that "The Lord was angry with Solomon," and that in later years the kingdom was rent from him. 

3. The Book of Ecclesiastes is Solomon's review of the experiences and observations that came to him in the days of his departure from a covenant God. God inspired His servant to relate these experiences and observations; but God did in no sense inspire the experiences and observations. All of the statements of Ecclesiastes are man's view of things, and not God's. God only directs Solomon in what he shall write. "Holy men of God" wrote as they were moved by the Holy Spirit; but what they wrote was sometimes the words or the wisdom of men, and sometimes even the words of Satan. In all such cases, however, the context clearly designates the one who speaks. For instance: in Matthew we read: "If Thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread." Satan speaks the words, but Matthew is inspired to record them. In Ecclesiastes, Solomon is inspired to write a vision of things "under the sun" just as the man of this world, living under the fear of a great creative God, sees and knows them. 

God inspired Solomon to write much of his own observations during the time of his wanderings. And who could better write of the vanity of the things of this world, than the man who led the world in wisdom and in riches and in every opportunity to "try out" the things of the natural man. 

I. THE THREE KEYS TO THE BOOK OF ECCLESIASTES (Ecclesiastes 1:17 ; Ecclesiastes 6:12 ) 
God always places the keys to His Books where they may be easily found, and this Book will be readily understood when we apply the three keys which we are now presenting to you. 

1. The first key. This is found in chapter Ecclesiastes 1:13 , "I gave my heart to seek and search out by wisdom concerning all things that are done under Heaven." This plainly tells us that the revelations of this Book are such as are searched out by the wisest man who ever lived. Of course Solomon wrote under the direct inspiration of God. 

However, God is giving us everything that human wisdom could discover. Mark you, these discoveries have to do exclusively with the things "under the sun." Never once do we get any clear light as to the things above the sun. 

We find this latter in the Book of Ephesians. There is nothing in Ecclesiastes about the victorious life; it merely discusses the natural man as he walks on earth. 

2. The second and third keys. These are found in chapter Ecclesiastes 6:12 , and we find here what is good for a man in this life: this will be discussed in future studies. The whole story is contained in these three keys. 

(1) The things that are done "under the sun." 

(2) The things that are good; for a man "under the sun." 

(3) What shall be after a man "under the sun"? 

II. THE TWO EXPRESSIONS WHICH ARE SUBSIDIARY KEYS 
In addition to the threefold statements we have just considered; we, also, have two expressions. It will be well for you to take colored pencils so as to underscore these two expressions throughout the Book. You will be surprised. 

1. The first expression is "under the sun." This occurs 29 times. One feels as he reads this over and over that he would love to fly above things terrestrial, and into the realm of things supernal. Here are some of these expressions: 

1. "Man's labour which he taketh under the sun." 

2. "There is no new thing under the sun." 

3. "The works that are done under the sun." 

4. "There was no profit under the sun." 

5. "I have shewed myself wise under the sun." 

6. "A time to every purpose" under the sun. 

7. "The oppressions that are done under the sun." 

8. "I saw vanity under the sun." 

9. "What shall be after a man under the sun." 

10. "The living which walk under the sun." 

In these expressions we begin to grasp the real intent of the Book of Ecclesiastes; for, elsewhere, God has plainly told us to set our affections on things above: that we should love not the world. 

2. The second expression is "vanity of vanities." This may be found 28 times. The words give the conclusion of everything done under the sun. Some one has suggested that the words mean, "soap bubble of soap bubbles." 

Everything under the sun is like a bubble that glitters under the rays of the sun, but breads and disappears when we seek to grasp it. 

3. A third expression is the name of God, "Elohim." This name is in the very beginning of the Bible, and it speaks of the Creative God. None of the marvelous revelations of God, in the names which are elsewhere given to Him, are familiar to the man "under the sun." Just the Creator. Many call Him Allah, the Great Spirit, the Supreme Grand Master, etc. 

III. A CONCLUSION OF THINGS "UNDER THE SUN" (Ecclesiastes 1:4-8 ) 
As Solomon looked with his wisdom upon the physical earth and the heavens, all he saw was endless monotony. Then he cried out, "There is no new thing under the sun." Let us consider the things of which he speaks. 

1. One generation passeth away, and another cometh. In Genesis 5:1-32 we find something much like this: "he lived, and he died" repeated many times. It is the way of generations. 

2. "There is no new thing under the sun." "The sun also ariseth, and the sun goeth down," etc. It has ever been so since God created the sun, the moon, and the heavens. They have always been the same. There is nothing new about their movements. 

3. "The wind goeth toward the south, and turneth about unto the north; it whirleth about continually." Once more there is a ceaseless ever-going, ever-turning, and ever-returning wind, and so it will always be. 

4. "The rivers run into the sea; yet the sea is not full" a continual, monotonous motion. This is what Solomon saw "under the sun." 

IV. SOLOMON'S QUEST FOR WISDOM (Ecclesiastes 1:13 ; Ecclesiastes 1:16-17 ) 
As we come to the 13th verse we behold Solomon in his personal quest, seeks to try out the things done "under the sun." If anyone on earth ever had an opportunity to follow out his ambition, Solomon did. 

1. The first thing Solomon tried was wisdom. Beyond a doubt, the very best thing which there is "under the sun" to the man of the flesh is wisdom. Of course, in Grace, there are many other things, but to a man who knows nothing of the Spirit, wisdom ranks highest. 

Solomon said he had more wisdom than all they who were before him in Jerusalem. Solomon is universally considered the wisest man of all ages. He was, indeed, a sage. He outstripped not only his own contemporaries, but all those who followed him. This wisdom which he had was a gift from God. 

However, he concluded wisdom's search with the statement: "This also is vexation of spirit." He added, "For in much wisdom is much grief: and he that increaseth knowledge increaseth sorrow." 

It is true to this hour that the wise find much of grief because of the things they know. There is, however, something that is far beyond the wisdom of the Book of Ecclesiastes. Worldly wisdom crucified the Lord of Glory. The world in its wisdom knew not God. We need to seek the wisdom which is from above. For that wisdom, God has said we should ask Him. 

V. SOLOMON TRIED THE PLEASURES OF THIS WORLD (Ecclesiastes 2:1 ) 
"I said in mine heart, Go to now, I will prove thee with mirth, therefore enjoy pleasure; and, behold, this also is vanity." Ecclesiastes 2:2 reads, "I said of laughter, It is mad: and of mirth, What doeth it?" 

Solomon's conclusions about pleasure, laughter, and mirth are, no doubt, true, The pleasures of this life never satisfy. "She that liveth in. pleasure is dead while she liveth." Earth's pleasure is a butterfly that lives but for a day. From the day of Adam's sin down to this very hour the world has ever sought to invent some new form of pleasure; yet, those who seek after pleasure among men are always disappointed. 

Solomon was correct when, in chapter 7, he said, "It is better to go to the house of mourning, than to go to the house of feasting." The pleasures of this world choked the seed, which "is the Word of God." Even in the days of Moses there were many pleasures in Egypt, but when Moses came to years, he chose rather to suffer affliction with the people of God "than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season." 

Let us beware lest we run after the goddess of pleasure. The lust of the eyes, the lust of the flesh, and the pride of life can do no better than to lead us into the labyrinth of despair. 

VI. SOLOMON GIVES HIMSELF TO WINE (Ecclesiastes 2:3 ) 
Our Scripture reads this way: "I sought in mine heart to give myself unto wine, yet acquainting mine heart with wisdom; and to lay hold on folly, till I might see what was good for the sons of men, which they should do under the Heaven all the days of their life." 

Solomon in seeking after wine recognized those things which he wrote about wine in the Proverbs: because, in his search for wine he guided himself with wisdom. Some one might answer and say, "I too will seek after wine," but remember that very few men who seek after wine, gird themselves with wisdom. 

In Proverbs 23:31 it is written, "Look not thou upon the wine when it is red, when it giveth his colour in the cup, when it moveth itself aright. At the last it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like an adder." In connection with this statement, the wise man added, "Thine eyes shall behold strange women, and thine heart shall utter perverse things." 

Perhaps, that is the reason we hear so much of wine and women. Of course, the reference is to impure women. In Proverbs 20:1-30 Solomon tells us that "Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise." 

We do not wonder that Solomon, after he had tried the wine cup, could put it with all the other things he had tried, saying: it is vanity and a vexation to the spirit. 

VII. SOLOMON GIVES HIMSELF TO BEAUTIFYING HIS ENVIRONMENT (Ecclesiastes 2:4-9 ) 
If we had passed along in front of the palaces and the gardens, and the pools which Solomon had; if we had beheld his silver and his gold, his peculiar treasures of kings and of provinces, his men. and women singers, we would have thought him, of all men, the most happy. He said: 

"I made me great works; I builded me houses; I planted me vineyards; I made me gardens and orchards, and I planted trees in them of all kind of fruits; I made me pools of water, to water therewith the wood that bringeth forth trees." What a paradise was this! What more could heart have wished, or mind have conceived? He had houses surrounded by irrigated vineyards, gardens, and orchards. That was not all. We read: "I got me servants and maidens and had servants born in my house." 

And cattle must be secured to graze and to feed on his surrounding fields. So, he said, "also I had great possessions of great and small cattle above all that were in Jerusalem before me." Nor was this all. Solomon sought to beautify his own palace. He brought rare and costly relics from afar. "I gathered me also silver and gold, and the peculiar treasure of kings and of the provinces." 

Moreover Solomon was a man of poetical nature, a lover of song and of musical instruments. Therefore, with free hand, he provided for himself the best that the world of music could afford. 

"I gat me men singers and women singers, and the delights of the sons of men, as musical instruments, and that of all sorts" (Ecclesiastes 2:8 ). 

What more could heart have wished? Yet, houses, and well watered gardens, and paradises, and servants, and cattle, and wonderful riches, and relics of all lands, and musical instruments, and musicians were not enough for Solomon. 

"And whatsoever mine eyes desired I kept not from them, I withheld not my heart from any joy" (Ecclesiastes 2:10 ). 

In our next study we will see what befell Solomon's life. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
We touch the world at so many points, how can we remain unspotted? Scientists tell us of an insect which, though you immerse it in water, yet never touches the water. Enveloped with the element, yet the element never penetrates to the insect itself. The reason of this wonder in nature is that it carries with it its own atmosphere. Enveloped first in this atmosphere it can bid the other element defiance and, though submerged in it, is untouched by it. If we cleave to God we shall carry about with us the secret atmosphere of communion, and then, though in the midst of sin, we shall remain without blemish, unspotted by the world. Rev. W. L. Mackenzie. 

"Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life." Nathaniel Hawthorne has given us a story entitled "Earth's Holocaust." It is the tale of some men and women who had become weary of their foibles and follies and who had decided to be rid of their foolishness and fripperies. They determined to make an end erf them by burning. A great mountain of useless and silly possessions was lighted. The flames and smoke of them rose to the sky. There were present a number of reprobates, sad of countenance, now that their business was gone. Satan himself came to comfort these. "Be not cast down, my peers," he said, "there 13 one thing these wiseacres have forgotten." "What is that?" they all shouted. "Why, the human heart; unless they hit upon some trick of purifying that foul thing it will soon be the same old world again." A changed heart makes a changed person. We will change the world when we have changed persons. "The soul of every reform is the reform of the soul," said Ralph Waldo Emerson. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 11-26
Vanity and Vexation under the Sun 
Ecclesiastes 2:11-26 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
We shall introduce our study with quotations from our booklet on Ecclesiastes. Solomon had tried everything which his heart could desire; and we find his statement thus: "And whatsoever mine eyes desired I kept not from them, I withheld not my heart from any joy." 

Suppose that the man of today, who can have every wish gratified, should, from his untold riches satisfy his every desire; suppose withal that he had untold wisdom to guide his hand. Would all joy be his? What was Solomon's experience? He spared no pains to satisfy his heart. He drank from every cup of joy that the world affords, drank to the depth, drank till he could drink no more; and what did he find? Was he satisfied? Happy? Alas, no! A thousand times, no! "All was vanity and vexation of spirit." 

Solomon found nothing "under the sun," nothing in all that the world of men loves and longs for, nothing but vanity. 

Solomon thus sums up the story of his utter disappointment. 

1. "Therefore I hated life" (Ecclesiastes 2:17 ). 

2. "Yea, I hated all my labour which I had taken under the sun" (Ecclesiastes 2:18 ). 

3. "Therefore I went about to cause my heart to despair" (Ecclesiastes 2:20 ). 

Such words are almost the waitings of a suicide I caused my heart to despair! "I hated life!" And in all of this Solomon stands not alone. How many, alas, have found the same bitter dregs at the bottom of pleasure's cup! 

Young people, you who are following hard after the pleasant things done "under the sun," beware! There is no enduring rest or peace or joy in them. The moment that you think yourself ready to cry "Eureka I have found it!" that moment comes the great collapse. There is nothing "under the sun" that can satisfy the soul of man. No great works, no wondrous houses, no Edenic paradises, no surplus of servants, no gathering of treasures, no grand operas, no "everything his eyes desire" nothing "under the sun" can satisfy the soul of man. 

"All is vanity and vexation of spirit." Come then and join our Christ-bought band and sing with us: 

"Take the world, but give me Jesus, 

That dear One, who loves me so, 

Gladly all I leave to follow Jesus 

In the world below." 

Moses forsook Egypt, its honors, wealth, and pleasures, that he might "suffer affliction with the children of God" will you? Moses "esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt" do you? Moses "had respect unto the recompence of the reward" do you? 

Paul said: "I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord" would you? Paul said: "I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ" Will you? 

Remember that only "In [His] presence is fullness of joy; at [His] right hand there are pleasures for evermore." 

When all you count as loss, 

To gladly bear your cross; 

God then makes up to you, 

And blesses what you do. 

When you leave friends and home, 

For God afar to roam, 

God will your loss repay, 

And prove your friend for aye. 

I. A MAN MUST LEAVE HIS LABOR WHEN HE DEPARTS THIS LIFE (Ecclesiastes 5:15-16 ) 
We will here take up the answer to the first question which Solomon asked. That question was: "What profit hath a man of all his labour which he taketh under the sun?" 

In order to answer this question we are following Solomon's own conclusions. These are given in nine statements. The first statement is the theme ascribed to us. Our Scripture says, "As he came forth of his mother's womb, naked shall he return to go as he came, and shall take nothing of his labour, which he may carry away in his hand." 

Be a man's labor ever so successful, according to this there would be nothing of it after death, so far as the laborer personally is concerned. Must the man who dies in Christ also leave everything behind him? Can he take nothing of it with him? Of course, language such as Solomon's has no vision of the possibility of laying up treasures in Heaven. The wisdom of this world does not know the meaning of "Great is your reward in Heaven," or, "My reward is with Me, to give every man according as his work shall be." 

The man "under the sun" recognizes nothing in eternity which can in any way be affected by our present state. Life to him is vanity. He came in naked; he goes out naked. He wins his crowns, and gains his riches, only to leave them. Thus it is that he cried, "This also is a sore evil, that in alt points as he came, so shall he go: and what profit hath he that hath laboured for the wind?" 

A dying man said, "I regret that my life was given over to me to making money." That man felt just as Solomon did: there is nothing beyond the sun as far as our present experience is concerned. 

II. THE MAN UNDER THE SUN MUST LEAVE HIS LABOR TO THOSE WHO FOLLOW (Ecclesiastes 2:18-19 ) 
When Solomon thought of this it was too much for him. In fact, he began to hate everything he had ever done, because, as he said, "I should leave it unto the man that shall be after me. And who knoweth whether he shall be a wise man or a fool?" 

The fact is that when Solomon died, the great kingdom which he had builded was wrecked and divided between Rehoboam and Jeroboam. As the years came and went, all of his greatness vanished. His temple was thrown down, and it has lain in ruins more than two thousand years. The city in which he moved has been trodden under the foot of Gentiles even to this day. 

When we think of him in his mighty labors wrought in wisdom and knowledge and equity, we cannot but bemoan his lot, for those who had not labored, entered into his possessions. 

Do you marvel that the wise man cried, "This also is vanity and a great evil"? When the man of this world dies, his children and heirs take over his estate, and all too frequently they throw it to the winds. Such inherited wealth often leads to pampered wantonness, and lustful licentiousness. 

Some one has said that riches have been to many a youth no more than a toboggan slide to hell. 

III. THE MAN "UNDER THE SUN" FINDS HE IS ENVIED BY HIS NEIGHBOR (Ecclesiastes 4:4 ; Ecclesiastes 4:3 ) 
We know that Solomon, himself, was greatly envied. He had succeeded beyond the attainments of any who had lived before him. He was the richest man of the world. For all of this he found himself maligned, misrepresented, and, perhaps, despised of many. 

"The fool foldeth his hands together, and eateth his own flesh." He who puts forth no pains, refuses to improve his talents, beyond a doubt holds envious derision against the man who financially makes good. We grant there is no reason in many cases for the poor man to criticize the rich. Some rich men have hearts of iron. Some climb to the heights of their success upon their tyranny toward the poor. However, it is not always so. Be the rich and successful true, or be they false, they will find people disputing their rightful heirship. They reach the height of their wealth only to be the target of their neighbors' envy and criticism. As Solomon said, "This is also vanity and vexation of spirit." 

IV. THE MAN "UNDER THE SUN" WHO LOVES MONEY; HIS LABOR IS NEVER SATISFIED (Ecclesiastes 5:10 ) 
"He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver; nor he that loveth abundance with increase: this is also vanity." 

Did you ever meet a man who had enough? If you did, he was some one who had but little. The more we obtain of wealth, or of honor, the more we crave. 

We who are poor think, perhaps, that if we had a good job with a fine income, we would be content. However, when we get a good job, we want a better one. When we have a lucrative wage, we long for a larger, and so it goes. 

When once the love of money begins to grip us, we will never be satisfied. We want to mount higher and higher in the airship of our ambition until we have passed over all others around us. 

Here is the expression of Solomon, and it is worth reading: "There is no end of all his labour, neither is his eye satisfied with riches; * * This is also vanity, yea, it is a sore travail." 

V. THE MAN "UNDER THE SUN" FINDS IN ALL HIS LABOR SORROW AND TRAVAIL (Ecclesiastes 2:23 ) 
"For all his days are sorrows, and his travail grief; yea, his heart taketh not rest in the night." 

God told Adam, "in the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread." The fool may refuse to sweat, but the man who succeeds never folds his hands. He never allows the grass to grow under his feet. He is full of travail. From morning until night he is struggling on his way toward the cherished goal of his labor "under the sun." He knows that riches and idleness do not go together. He knows that wealth and weariness are not companions. On and on he moves putting every other thing under his feet, that he may attain the quest of his spirit, even the success of his labors. 

Commercialism is ruled by greed and gain, therefore, the man who enters it and begins to slave, will sooner or later find himself convinced that every word which Solomon said is true. All his days will be full of sorrow, and grief. 

VI. THE MAN "UNDER THE SUN" NEVER HAS TIME TO REST IN THE NIGHT (Ecclesiastes 2:23 ) 
"Yea, his heart taketh not rest in the night." He may go to bed, his body may succumb to weariness, but his heart will not be at rest. 

The rich man usually holds in his hand, and under his power, the fate of many a widow, and of many a struggling investor. Every one wants to invest a little money with him. No wonder the rich cannot sleep. He knows there are thousands depending upon him. He fears that the markets may fall. Famine, fire, and flood are ever specter-like hovering over him. 

It was for this cause that Solomon wrote, "The sleep of a labouring man is sweet, whether he eat little or much: but the abundance of the rich will not suffer him to sleep." 

VII. THE MAN "UNDER THE SUN" DISCOVERS WHEN GOODS INCREASE THEY INCREASE THAT EAT THEM (Ecclesiastes 5:11 ) 
Let any poor man inherit a fortune, or let him through his labors pile up a fortune, he will not only find himself envied on the part of many. Withal, he will find that scores are hovering around his door seeking to partake of his riches, and to eat at his table. If some one courts his daughter, he cannot but fear that he is courting his bank book. If some one is exceptionally nice to him, he will wonder if they love him, or his wealth. So it goes, day in and day out, He is pursued by those who seek his patronage and his favor, this also is vanity. 

VIII. THE MAN "UNDER THE SUN" OFTENTIMES CANNOT ENJOY HIS OWN WEALTH (Ecclesiastes 5:11 ) 
When we watch the rich we will often find that all the benefit they get out of their money is "the beholding of them with their eyes." They cannot convert their wealth into food or raiment, for who could wear, or eat, all that their money stands for? What is their advantage over the poor? The rich man cannot sleep; the poor man can. The rich man is envied because of his wealth; the poor man is not. The rich man must leave his all; the poor man has nothing to leave. 

Do you wonder that a man of wealth cries out with Solomon, "All is vanity"? 

IX. THE MAN "UNDER THE SUN" WHO IS RICH HAS NO POWER TO ENJOY HIS RICHES (Ecclesiastes 6:2 ) 
"A man to whom God hath given riches, wealth, and honour, so that he wanteth nothing for his soul of all that he desireth, yet God giveth him not power to eat thereof, but a stranger eateth it: this is vanity, and it is an evil disease." We have known this to be true of more than one rich man. For awhile he lived sumptuously every day, but soon he was a dyspeptic. 

His arduous toils, his irregular appetites, his careworn brain, his high-tensioned nerves, all caused his heart to succumb. He found himself traveling the way of "Les Miserables," holding his stomach in his hands. 

With this lesson before us, and with Solomon's conclusions of his own life, and the lives of others who are rich, shall we also seek after vanity? If so, let us remember that the love of money is the root of all evil, which, while some have coveted it, they have brought upon themselves much sorrow. 

Think you that it is worth the strain, 

The turmoil and the strife, 

Though all the world should be your gain, 

If you should lose your life? 

Your days on earth will soon be gone, 

The future now you face, 

What will you have when night comes on, 

And you have closed your race? 

What will it profit by and by, 

The things which you have done, 

Unless, beyond the deep blue sky, 

You meet them one by one? 

Begin to lay up treasures now, 

Where ne'er the thief breaks through; 

Then, sorrow will not cloud your brow, 

When earth you bid adieu. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Vanity. Oh, vanity, how little is thy force acknowledged or thy operations discerned! How wantonly dost thou deceive mankind under different disguises! Sometimes thou dost wear the face of pity; sometimes of generosity; nay, thou hast the assurance to put on those glorious ornaments which belong only to heroic virtue. Fielding. 

Vanity. It was prettily devised of Aesop, the fly sat upon the axletree of the chariot-wheel, and said, "What a dust do I raise!" So are there same vain persons that, whatsoever goeth alone or moveth upon greater means, if they have never so little hand in it, they think it is they that carry it. Bacon. 

Vanity. I would much rather fight pride than vanity, because pride has a stand-up way of fighting. You know where it is. It throws its black shadow on you, and you are not at a loss where to strike. But vanity is that delusive, that insectiferous. that multiplied feeling, and men that fight vanities are like men that fight midgets and butterflies. It is easier to chase them than to hit them. 

Verses 24-26
What Is Good in This Life 
Ecclesiastes 2:24-26 ; Ecclesiastes 3:1-14 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
We come now to the second great question in the Book of Ecclesiastes. It is expressed in chapters 6 and 12: "Who knoweth what is good for man in this life?" The same question is asked in several other Scriptures. We have considered Solomon's conclusions about the labors of this life, and now we are to consider more of his conclusions as to the pleasures of this life. Here is a theme that should grip every young man and every young woman with solemn attention. 

By way of introduction we want to ask every Christian if he thinks that it pays to follow after the phantom of pleasure? Should not the Christian rather, with Moses, turn his back upon the wealth of Egypt, and its pleasures in order that he may suffer with the children of God? Not Moses alone made this wise choice. Saul of Tarsus threw everything of the world behind his back, and counted it but loss. 

We trust that before this study shall have finished, every Christian will be able to say with the poet, 

"Fade, fade each earthly joy, Jesus is mine! 

Break ev'ry tender tie, Jesus is mine! 

Dark is the wilderness, 

Earth has no resting place, 

Jesus alone can bless, 

Jesus is mine!" 

What do we care for the pleasures of earth? There are greater pleasures for us. The Apostle Paul found more joy in a Philippian jail, than the most ardent theatergoer can find in a show. With his feet bound in the stocks and his back beaten with many stripes, he was singing praises unto God. 

The man of the world centers his joy on the things "under the sun." His joy, therefore, comes or goes as he is prospered, or as he suffers loss in worldly things. The Christian may remain happy when everything on earth is fading around him. This is the way Habakkuk put it: If "the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls." 

He who lives above the sun can say: "Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation." 

Madam Guyon in prison could write, 

"A tittle bird I am 

Shut from the fields of air. 

Here in my cage I sit and sing 

To Him who placed me there 

Well pleased a prisoner to be, 

Because, my God, it pleaseth Thee." 

I. SHUT UP TO A WORLD OF PLEASURE (Ecclesiastes 2:24-25 ) 
Our verse states definitely that there is nothing better for a man than that he should eat, drink, and have his soul enjoy his labor. 

1. The pleasure of eating and drinking. The evangelist who says from the pulpit that there is no pleasure in eating and in drinking is missing the mark. There is much of pleasure around the table. There is the pleasure of friends; there is the pleasure of satisfying the appetite. 

However, the man "under the sun" was certainly shut up to an earthly vision when he thought there was nothing better "under the sun" than to eat and drink. They are good so far as they go, but there are joys which so far exceed the pleasures around the feasting table that the latter seem to fade away in insignificance. There is something far better. 

The fruit of the Spirit is joy. Christ said, "These things have I spoken unto you, that My joy might remain in you." Surely His joy did not center in eating and drinking. It centered in the smile of His Father's face. 

2. There is pleasure in one's own labor. The man of the world, and even the Christian, finds great delight in successful undertakings. No matter to what we turn our hands, when the work of our hands proves to be good, we are happy. The work that we do for ourselves, and the successes which we attain, is nothing comparable to the joy which will be ours by and by, in the work we have done for Him. There is much that is better. 

II. THE PORTION OF THE ONE "UNDER THE SUN" (Ecclesiastes 3:13 ; Ecclesiastes 3:22 ) 
Ecclesiastes 3:13 says, "And also that every man should eat and drink, and enjoy the good of all his labour, it is the gift of God." Verse 22says, "Wherefore I perceive that there is nothing better, than that a man should rejoice in his own works; for that is his portion: for who shall bring him to see what shall be after him?" 

Think of it! What is the portion of the man "under the sun"? 

1. What is the longing of his body? It is to eat and to drink. It is physical satisfaction. Is this, however, the height of our ambition? Even Solomon himself acknowledges that the purpose of man is to glorify God, and to keep His commandments. There is something far better than the satisfying of the body. 

2. What is the longing of the heart? To be merry? Why, certainly! Where is he who does not want to be happy and glad, filled with rejoicing? 

A clown in a circus one day is reputed to have cried out, "I know what you all want: you want to be happy." Then he began to crack his jokes and to cut up his antics to make the people laugh. Does not the heart have something better to seek than being merry? 

3. What is the longing of the soul, or the mind? Solomon says that it is making the soul enjoy good in his labor. Certainly, this is true in part. Who is there who does not delight in walking over his estates? his gardens of flowers, his acres of fruit trees? Who is there who does not enjoy demonstrating some invention of his hands? But is there nothing beyond this? nothing better? Is this our portion? 

We have already found that Solomon built houses, and planted vineyards. He had a paradise of his own. He had servants in his houses, and cattle in his fields. He had his own theatricals, and his own singers. Yet, with all of this, Solomon acknowledged that he hated life. 

There is nothing else we can say than this: everything "under the sun" which lives without the spiritual and the Heavenly, is "vanity and vexation of spirit." 

III. SOME STRANGE CONCLUSIONS (Ecclesiastes 3:20-22 ) 
We will now begin to understand some of the things which Solomon discovered "under the sun." Ecclesiastes 3:22 says, "I perceive that there is nothing better than that a man should rejoice in his own works." 

There is a reason for this conclusion. Let us bring it to you in this way. 

1. The man "under the sun" has no knowledge of a future life. Ecclesiastes 3:20 reads, "All go unto one place; all are of the dust, and all turn to dust again." The man, however, "under the sun" knows there is spirit indwelling the body of dust, therefore, he cries, as in Ecclesiastes 3:21 , "Who knoweth the spirit of man that goeth upward, and the spirit of the beast that goeth downward to the earth?" 

It is because of this warped vision of the future, this ignorance on man's part in God, and Heaven, that Solomon through human wisdom confessed such strange conclusions. 

2. The man "under the sun" discusses only the present life and what that life can give us. If he has any conception at all of a future life, he feels at least that "a bird in the hand is worth two in the bush." If he knows anything of the future it is expressed with a question mark. Who knoweth? 

There is no new Jerusalem coming down from God out of Heaven, no streets of gold, no gates of pearl, no river of the water of life, no trees bearing twelve manner of fruits: there is nothing like these in the future to the man "under the sun." There is nothing that is certain; nothing that is felt; nothing that is real or tangible. He knows nothing of the resurrection body, of the meeting with Christ in the air; nothing of the Marriage Supper, nothing of the Reign. 

For this cause the man "under the sun" gives himself wholly to the life "under the sun." He never expects to move above the sun. So far as he knows his spirit, and the spirit of the beast are the same, and he admits that man has no preeminence over the beast. Shall we wonder that he cries, "All is vanity"? 

IV. SOME STRANGE CONTRADICTIONS (Ecclesiastes 5:16-18 ) 
1. A man's labor is all wind. This is the expression in Ecclesiastes 5:16 . "What profit hath he that hath laboured for the wind?" Wind represents everything untangible, everything passing, everything ethereal. It represents nothing lasting, nothing material, or vital. 

2. A man eats in sorrow and sickness. This is in Ecclesiastes 5:17 . "All his days also he eateth in darkness, and he hath much sorrow and wrath with his sickness." According to this the man "tinder the sun" may be sometimes up, but more frequently down. He may have something of song, but more of sorrow. He may know health, but he is soon to know sickness. He may eat in the light, but he oftener eats in darkness. 

3.Ecclesiastes 5:18

 HYPERLINK "http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Ecclesiastes+5:18&t1=en_nas" \t "_blank" Ecclesiastes 5:18 acknowledges that it is good and comely for one to eat and drink, "and to enjoy the good of all his labour that he taketh under the sun all the days of his life, which God giveth him: for it is his portion." 

Peculiar, is it not? That a wise man should put a question mark over a man's labor and call it wind, and then tell him that he should enjoy it because it is his portion. It is not strange that the wise man should demonstrate that a man eats in darkness, in sorrow, in sickness, and yet tell him to eat and drink, and to enjoy it all, as his portion? 

We agree that there is nothing good "under the sun" that makes a man permanently happy, rested, satisfied, and contented. We certainly agree. Then why this continued corroboration that there is nothing better? that this is the portion of man? 

The reason for these statements, and this urge, is because God is compelling the wise man to show everything that the man "under the sun" (who has no Christ, and no covenant relationship with God) may have. 

V. SOME STRANGE COMMENDATIONS (Ecclesiastes 8:15-17 ) 
We grant that what we are saying seems repetition, and yet the Book of Ecclesiastes gives these repetitions. God is pressing Solomon to wisdom's final conclusion concerning everything that there is for the man "under the sun." 

1. In the verses before us we are commended to eat, drink, and be merry, and yet we are reminded that the wise man wrote his own admission when he said that these things would vanish. He acknowledged that laughter was mad, and of mirth he said, "What doeth it?" 

Still in the verses before us he continues to urge men "to eat, and to drink, and to be merry." 

2. Eat, drink, and be merry? and yet the verses before us acknowledge that the sleep left Solomon's eyes. The verses acknowledge that even the wise cannot know the reason for the things "under the sun." He may behold the works of God, yet he seeks to know them, and cannot. 

3. Eat, drink, and be merry. Yet God plainly said to the rich man, who said (in Luke 12:1-59 ) that he would eat, drink, and be merry, that he was a fool. Yes, every man is a fool who is rich toward himself, and poor toward God. Every man is a fool who thinks that life must be builded around the things which we possess. Every man is a fool who thinks that the summum bonum of life is in the harvests which overflow his barns. We may lose all of wealth and worldly pleasures and yet be supremely happy. 

Thinkest thou my joy is gone 

Just because my wealth has flown? 

I have treasures in the skies, 

And great wealth in Paradise; 

I have laid up coin on high 

Where my riches never die. 

Things of earth may round me fail, 

Deep depression may prevail; 

What care I, Christ is my store, 

Having Him, what need I more: 

He will all my needs supply, 

And my heart will satisfy. 

VI. THE FULL SCOPE OF PLEASURE'S REALM (Ecclesiastes 9:7-9 ) 
God knows the full scope of pleasure and He tells you through Solomon. Hear Him! 

"Eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy wine with a merry heart; * * Let thy garments be always white; and let thy head lack no ointment. Live joyfully with the wife whom thou lovest all the days of the life of thy vanity, which he hath given thee under the sun, all the days of thy vanity: for that is thy portion in this life, and in thy labour which thou takest under the sun." 

What will you add to this? What more have you to say? You who know not God, you who are living after the flesh what find you "under the sun"? Come, take your count. Cast forth the debits and the credits of your life. What is good for man? What is better? What is the very best? 

The good, the better, and the best are all by wisdom's acknowledgment included in this: in eating and drinking, in a man's dress, in the wife of his love, and in his labor under the sun; yet, all of this, at the last, is "vanity." Soon, full soon, the shadow may fall athwart your path, and you can eat and drink no more. Soon your garments will be folded and laid aside. Soon, alas, full soon, the dear one may be dead. Your labor, too, will fail. Life will be swept with winter's storms. The leaves will fall and all will be "vanity." 

Who knoweth what a day will bring forth? Men are living with trembling hearts looking forward to the things that are coming to pass on the earth. Air castles will fall; fondest dreams will vanish in wakeful despair. O men and women, in the turmoil and the strife, in a world where all is "vanity and vexation of spirit," we beseech you, get you under the sheltering arms of a once crucified, now living, and soon Returning Lord. Look to Him, and be ye saved. 

VII. PLEASURE'S MESSAGE TO THE YOUNG MAN (Ecclesiastes 11:9 ) 
"Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth; and let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thine heart, and in the sight of thine eyes." 

1. We ask why such advice was given to a young man? Is it safe to tell any young man who has a heart of sinful flesh, that he should walk in the ways of his heart? Is it safe to tell any young man whose heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked, that he should walk in the ways of his heart? If out of the heart there comes fornication, lasciviousness, uncleanness, may men walk in its way? Is it right to tell a man to walk in the sight of his eyes when his eyes will naturally seek after those things which are carnal? Should we not rather tell him to let his eyes look straight before him, and that he should ponder the path of his feet? 

Did not Adam and Eve fall because they walked in the sight of their eyes? Why then should the wise man have said to the young man: "Rejoice, * * in thy youth; and let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth," etc.? 

It was because this is the usual advice given by the man "under the sun." Solomon is not giving us God's conclusion; he is giving us the conclusions of the man "under the sun," and God is impelling him to write everything there is for a man "under the sun." 

Job made a covenant with his eyes. Jesus said, "If thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness." John speaks of the "lust of the eyes." 

2. Solomon's advice to the young man is both preceded and followed by warnings. Even the man "under the sun" would tell his son that he should enjoy himself, have a good time, and yet he would add, "Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth." 

We will understand all these things far better when we study the next Scripture: The Religion of the Man "Under the Sun." 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Did you ever hear the story of the great bell of Moscow, the largest bell in the world? It was cast more than two hundred years ago, and has never been raised, not because it is too heavy, but because it is cracked. All was going well at the foundry when a fire broke out in Moscow. Streams of water were washed in upon the houses and factories. A tiny stream found its way into the bell metal at the very moment when it was rushing in a state of fusion into the great bell mold, and so the big bell came out cracked and all its capacity for music was destroyed. 

Many a young life has had a Divinely given impulse, like soft and molten metal, just flowing into a noble and steadfast decision, when the insidious love of this world's goods has been allowed to trickle in at that vital moment, breaking the resolve and hushing the music of a life which should have been given out for others. Expositor. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-14
What Is Good in This Life 
Ecclesiastes 2:24-26 ; Ecclesiastes 3:1-14 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
We come now to the second great question in the Book of Ecclesiastes. It is expressed in chapters 6 and 12: "Who knoweth what is good for man in this life?" The same question is asked in several other Scriptures. We have considered Solomon's conclusions about the labors of this life, and now we are to consider more of his conclusions as to the pleasures of this life. Here is a theme that should grip every young man and every young woman with solemn attention. 

By way of introduction we want to ask every Christian if he thinks that it pays to follow after the phantom of pleasure? Should not the Christian rather, with Moses, turn his back upon the wealth of Egypt, and its pleasures in order that he may suffer with the children of God? Not Moses alone made this wise choice. Saul of Tarsus threw everything of the world behind his back, and counted it but loss. 

We trust that before this study shall have finished, every Christian will be able to say with the poet, 

"Fade, fade each earthly joy, Jesus is mine! 

Break ev'ry tender tie, Jesus is mine! 

Dark is the wilderness, 

Earth has no resting place, 

Jesus alone can bless, 

Jesus is mine!" 

What do we care for the pleasures of earth? There are greater pleasures for us. The Apostle Paul found more joy in a Philippian jail, than the most ardent theatergoer can find in a show. With his feet bound in the stocks and his back beaten with many stripes, he was singing praises unto God. 

The man of the world centers his joy on the things "under the sun." His joy, therefore, comes or goes as he is prospered, or as he suffers loss in worldly things. The Christian may remain happy when everything on earth is fading around him. This is the way Habakkuk put it: If "the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls." 

He who lives above the sun can say: "Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation." 

Madam Guyon in prison could write, 

"A tittle bird I am 

Shut from the fields of air. 

Here in my cage I sit and sing 

To Him who placed me there 

Well pleased a prisoner to be, 

Because, my God, it pleaseth Thee." 

I. SHUT UP TO A WORLD OF PLEASURE (Ecclesiastes 2:24-25 ) 
Our verse states definitely that there is nothing better for a man than that he should eat, drink, and have his soul enjoy his labor. 

1. The pleasure of eating and drinking. The evangelist who says from the pulpit that there is no pleasure in eating and in drinking is missing the mark. There is much of pleasure around the table. There is the pleasure of friends; there is the pleasure of satisfying the appetite. 

However, the man "under the sun" was certainly shut up to an earthly vision when he thought there was nothing better "under the sun" than to eat and drink. They are good so far as they go, but there are joys which so far exceed the pleasures around the feasting table that the latter seem to fade away in insignificance. There is something far better. 

The fruit of the Spirit is joy. Christ said, "These things have I spoken unto you, that My joy might remain in you." Surely His joy did not center in eating and drinking. It centered in the smile of His Father's face. 

2. There is pleasure in one's own labor. The man of the world, and even the Christian, finds great delight in successful undertakings. No matter to what we turn our hands, when the work of our hands proves to be good, we are happy. The work that we do for ourselves, and the successes which we attain, is nothing comparable to the joy which will be ours by and by, in the work we have done for Him. There is much that is better. 

II. THE PORTION OF THE ONE "UNDER THE SUN" (Ecclesiastes 3:13 ; Ecclesiastes 3:22 ) 
Ecclesiastes 3:13 says, "And also that every man should eat and drink, and enjoy the good of all his labour, it is the gift of God." Verse 22says, "Wherefore I perceive that there is nothing better, than that a man should rejoice in his own works; for that is his portion: for who shall bring him to see what shall be after him?" 

Think of it! What is the portion of the man "under the sun"? 

1. What is the longing of his body? It is to eat and to drink. It is physical satisfaction. Is this, however, the height of our ambition? Even Solomon himself acknowledges that the purpose of man is to glorify God, and to keep His commandments. There is something far better than the satisfying of the body. 

2. What is the longing of the heart? To be merry? Why, certainly! Where is he who does not want to be happy and glad, filled with rejoicing? 

A clown in a circus one day is reputed to have cried out, "I know what you all want: you want to be happy." Then he began to crack his jokes and to cut up his antics to make the people laugh. Does not the heart have something better to seek than being merry? 

3. What is the longing of the soul, or the mind? Solomon says that it is making the soul enjoy good in his labor. Certainly, this is true in part. Who is there who does not delight in walking over his estates? his gardens of flowers, his acres of fruit trees? Who is there who does not enjoy demonstrating some invention of his hands? But is there nothing beyond this? nothing better? Is this our portion? 

We have already found that Solomon built houses, and planted vineyards. He had a paradise of his own. He had servants in his houses, and cattle in his fields. He had his own theatricals, and his own singers. Yet, with all of this, Solomon acknowledged that he hated life. 

There is nothing else we can say than this: everything "under the sun" which lives without the spiritual and the Heavenly, is "vanity and vexation of spirit." 

III. SOME STRANGE CONCLUSIONS (Ecclesiastes 3:20-22 ) 
We will now begin to understand some of the things which Solomon discovered "under the sun." Ecclesiastes 3:22 says, "I perceive that there is nothing better than that a man should rejoice in his own works." 

There is a reason for this conclusion. Let us bring it to you in this way. 

1. The man "under the sun" has no knowledge of a future life. Ecclesiastes 3:20 reads, "All go unto one place; all are of the dust, and all turn to dust again." The man, however, "under the sun" knows there is spirit indwelling the body of dust, therefore, he cries, as in Ecclesiastes 3:21 , "Who knoweth the spirit of man that goeth upward, and the spirit of the beast that goeth downward to the earth?" 

It is because of this warped vision of the future, this ignorance on man's part in God, and Heaven, that Solomon through human wisdom confessed such strange conclusions. 

2. The man "under the sun" discusses only the present life and what that life can give us. If he has any conception at all of a future life, he feels at least that "a bird in the hand is worth two in the bush." If he knows anything of the future it is expressed with a question mark. Who knoweth? 

There is no new Jerusalem coming down from God out of Heaven, no streets of gold, no gates of pearl, no river of the water of life, no trees bearing twelve manner of fruits: there is nothing like these in the future to the man "under the sun." There is nothing that is certain; nothing that is felt; nothing that is real or tangible. He knows nothing of the resurrection body, of the meeting with Christ in the air; nothing of the Marriage Supper, nothing of the Reign. 

For this cause the man "under the sun" gives himself wholly to the life "under the sun." He never expects to move above the sun. So far as he knows his spirit, and the spirit of the beast are the same, and he admits that man has no preeminence over the beast. Shall we wonder that he cries, "All is vanity"? 

IV. SOME STRANGE CONTRADICTIONS (Ecclesiastes 5:16-18 ) 
1. A man's labor is all wind. This is the expression in Ecclesiastes 5:16 . "What profit hath he that hath laboured for the wind?" Wind represents everything untangible, everything passing, everything ethereal. It represents nothing lasting, nothing material, or vital. 

2. A man eats in sorrow and sickness. This is in Ecclesiastes 5:17 . "All his days also he eateth in darkness, and he hath much sorrow and wrath with his sickness." According to this the man "tinder the sun" may be sometimes up, but more frequently down. He may have something of song, but more of sorrow. He may know health, but he is soon to know sickness. He may eat in the light, but he oftener eats in darkness. 

3.Ecclesiastes 5:18

 HYPERLINK "http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Ecclesiastes+5:18&t1=en_nas" \t "_blank" Ecclesiastes 5:18 acknowledges that it is good and comely for one to eat and drink, "and to enjoy the good of all his labour that he taketh under the sun all the days of his life, which God giveth him: for it is his portion." 

Peculiar, is it not? That a wise man should put a question mark over a man's labor and call it wind, and then tell him that he should enjoy it because it is his portion. It is not strange that the wise man should demonstrate that a man eats in darkness, in sorrow, in sickness, and yet tell him to eat and drink, and to enjoy it all, as his portion? 

We agree that there is nothing good "under the sun" that makes a man permanently happy, rested, satisfied, and contented. We certainly agree. Then why this continued corroboration that there is nothing better? that this is the portion of man? 

The reason for these statements, and this urge, is because God is compelling the wise man to show everything that the man "under the sun" (who has no Christ, and no covenant relationship with God) may have. 

V. SOME STRANGE COMMENDATIONS (Ecclesiastes 8:15-17 ) 
We grant that what we are saying seems repetition, and yet the Book of Ecclesiastes gives these repetitions. God is pressing Solomon to wisdom's final conclusion concerning everything that there is for the man "under the sun." 

1. In the verses before us we are commended to eat, drink, and be merry, and yet we are reminded that the wise man wrote his own admission when he said that these things would vanish. He acknowledged that laughter was mad, and of mirth he said, "What doeth it?" 

Still in the verses before us he continues to urge men "to eat, and to drink, and to be merry." 

2. Eat, drink, and be merry? and yet the verses before us acknowledge that the sleep left Solomon's eyes. The verses acknowledge that even the wise cannot know the reason for the things "under the sun." He may behold the works of God, yet he seeks to know them, and cannot. 

3. Eat, drink, and be merry. Yet God plainly said to the rich man, who said (in Luke 12:1-59 ) that he would eat, drink, and be merry, that he was a fool. Yes, every man is a fool who is rich toward himself, and poor toward God. Every man is a fool who thinks that life must be builded around the things which we possess. Every man is a fool who thinks that the summum bonum of life is in the harvests which overflow his barns. We may lose all of wealth and worldly pleasures and yet be supremely happy. 

Thinkest thou my joy is gone 

Just because my wealth has flown? 

I have treasures in the skies, 

And great wealth in Paradise; 

I have laid up coin on high 

Where my riches never die. 

Things of earth may round me fail, 

Deep depression may prevail; 

What care I, Christ is my store, 

Having Him, what need I more: 

He will all my needs supply, 

And my heart will satisfy. 

VI. THE FULL SCOPE OF PLEASURE'S REALM (Ecclesiastes 9:7-9 ) 
God knows the full scope of pleasure and He tells you through Solomon. Hear Him! 

"Eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy wine with a merry heart; * * Let thy garments be always white; and let thy head lack no ointment. Live joyfully with the wife whom thou lovest all the days of the life of thy vanity, which he hath given thee under the sun, all the days of thy vanity: for that is thy portion in this life, and in thy labour which thou takest under the sun." 

What will you add to this? What more have you to say? You who know not God, you who are living after the flesh what find you "under the sun"? Come, take your count. Cast forth the debits and the credits of your life. What is good for man? What is better? What is the very best? 

The good, the better, and the best are all by wisdom's acknowledgment included in this: in eating and drinking, in a man's dress, in the wife of his love, and in his labor under the sun; yet, all of this, at the last, is "vanity." Soon, full soon, the shadow may fall athwart your path, and you can eat and drink no more. Soon your garments will be folded and laid aside. Soon, alas, full soon, the dear one may be dead. Your labor, too, will fail. Life will be swept with winter's storms. The leaves will fall and all will be "vanity." 

Who knoweth what a day will bring forth? Men are living with trembling hearts looking forward to the things that are coming to pass on the earth. Air castles will fall; fondest dreams will vanish in wakeful despair. O men and women, in the turmoil and the strife, in a world where all is "vanity and vexation of spirit," we beseech you, get you under the sheltering arms of a once crucified, now living, and soon Returning Lord. Look to Him, and be ye saved. 

VII. PLEASURE'S MESSAGE TO THE YOUNG MAN (Ecclesiastes 11:9 ) 
"Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth; and let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thine heart, and in the sight of thine eyes." 

1. We ask why such advice was given to a young man? Is it safe to tell any young man who has a heart of sinful flesh, that he should walk in the ways of his heart? Is it safe to tell any young man whose heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked, that he should walk in the ways of his heart? If out of the heart there comes fornication, lasciviousness, uncleanness, may men walk in its way? Is it right to tell a man to walk in the sight of his eyes when his eyes will naturally seek after those things which are carnal? Should we not rather tell him to let his eyes look straight before him, and that he should ponder the path of his feet? 

Did not Adam and Eve fall because they walked in the sight of their eyes? Why then should the wise man have said to the young man: "Rejoice, * * in thy youth; and let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth," etc.? 

It was because this is the usual advice given by the man "under the sun." Solomon is not giving us God's conclusion; he is giving us the conclusions of the man "under the sun," and God is impelling him to write everything there is for a man "under the sun." 

Job made a covenant with his eyes. Jesus said, "If thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness." John speaks of the "lust of the eyes." 

2. Solomon's advice to the young man is both preceded and followed by warnings. Even the man "under the sun" would tell his son that he should enjoy himself, have a good time, and yet he would add, "Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth." 

We will understand all these things far better when we study the next Scripture: The Religion of the Man "Under the Sun." 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Did you ever hear the story of the great bell of Moscow, the largest bell in the world? It was cast more than two hundred years ago, and has never been raised, not because it is too heavy, but because it is cracked. All was going well at the foundry when a fire broke out in Moscow. Streams of water were washed in upon the houses and factories. A tiny stream found its way into the bell metal at the very moment when it was rushing in a state of fusion into the great bell mold, and so the big bell came out cracked and all its capacity for music was destroyed. 

Many a young life has had a Divinely given impulse, like soft and molten metal, just flowing into a noble and steadfast decision, when the insidious love of this world's goods has been allowed to trickle in at that vital moment, breaking the resolve and hushing the music of a life which should have been given out for others. Expositor. 
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Verses 1-14
The Religion under the Sun 
Ecclesiastes 12:1-14 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
We use the word "religion" in preference to "Christianity." There are many religions; there is but one Christianity, one Christ. There is but one Christian faith. Religion is used to describe the upliftings of a soul toward God and toward eternity. Man is naturally a religious being, that is, he naturally seeks after the great Creator, and thinks of the world to come. The natural man, however, in his viewpoint may have but little, if any, conception of his need of a Saviour, or of the fact that Christ is God the Son, and Son of God. In other words, the heathen are religious. The Indians, roaming the forests of America, were found to be religious. 

Religion as described in the Book of Ecclesiastes takes on a twofold aspect. First of all, it has to do with the human conception of present-day morality. Second, it has to do with the human conception of things beyond this life. 

1. We would demonstrate first of all the folly of the critic who condemns the Book of Ecclesiastes. The Book which we have been studying in several studies is a Book which is derided and criticized as perhaps no other Book of the Bible, The infidel delights to quote from its pages in order to upset the faith of some weak Christian who knows nothing of the deeper meanings and intents of Solomon's writings. The critic especially delights in attacking certain statements found in Ecclesiastes which have to do with the things beyond the sun. In all of this, the critic, the skeptic, the agnostic, all of them are only condemning themselves, for the Book they mock is the Book which describes them from beginning to end. It is of him, and of his class that God is writing. 

The critic boasts his learning, and the sway of his wisdom. Ecclesiastes describes him because it presents everything that human wisdom can discover concerning life as it now is, and life as it will be in the ages to come. 

2. We would present, secondly, the good in human religions which are "under the sun." That there is good in all of them, must be acknowledged. Heathendom, through their religious leaders, has given the world some marvelous ethical conceptions, and some wonderful rules of life. Confucius, Buddha, Mohammed, and others have said much that is worthy of praise. However, when they come to things Divine, the need of a sinner, the way to righteousness and eternal life, they utterly collapse. A book might be written on the good in human religions, and, also, on the failures of those same religions. 

I. RELIGION IN ITS PRESENT PERSPECTIVE (Ecclesiastes 7:15-17 ) 
First of all we will consider religion in its present-day conceptions. 

"All things have I seen in the days of my vanity: there is a just man that perisheth in his righteousness, and there is a wicked man that prolongeth his life in his wickedness. Be not righteous over much; neither make thyself over wise: why shouldest thou destroy thyself? Be not overmuch wicked, neither be thou foolish; why shouldest thou die before thy time?" Have you ever heard such words? They are the sum and substance of the religion of the twentieth century A. D., just as they were of the tenth century B. C. 

The man "under the sun" is ready to assist in deposing those who are overmuch wicked. They will join hands with anyone in vanquishing sin in its darkest forms. This is human religion. "Be not over much wicked." 

The man "under the sun" is quite as ready to decry every one who is, to his mind, overrighteous. He does not believe in a piety which keeps one unspotted from the world; he disdains the life which walks apart with God; he counts as too pious the one who gives up the world and joins his Lord "without the camp." This is human religion's cry: "Be not righteous over much." 

Thus the religion of man (a religion quite foreign to Christianity and saving faith) may be summed up in "not too good," and "not too bad" just "so and so." 

The man "under the sun" will accord that "there is not a just man upon the earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not"; he will even excuse his own sinning on that ground. 

The man "under the sun" will reach some lofty sweeps in his religious idealisms. He will give some splendid advice as to chastity and conduct; he will even sweep his vision toward the "Great Spirit" and give advice about worshiping God. 

Such men have their "courts" and their "holy places," and their "houses of God." Such men have their creeds and their faiths and their dogmas. A man needs no Christian believer's heritage to say some splendidly good things. For instance here is a lofty conception from Ecclesiastes: 

"Keep thy foot when thou goest to the House of God, and be more ready to hear, than to give the sacrifice of fools: for they consider not that they do evil" (Ecclesiastes 5:1 ). 

Socrates could easily have joined the man "under the sun" in saying: 

"Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to utter any thing before God: for God is in Heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be few" (Ecclesiastes 5:2 ). 

Plato could have urged his followers: "When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it" (Ecclesiastes 5:4 ). 

Confucius could well afford to have written: "Suffer, not thy mouth to cause thy flesh to sin" (Ecclesiastes 5:6 ). 

Who is there anywhere that would hesitate to say: "Fear thou God"? (Ecclesiastes 5:7 ). 

And thus God in this wonderful Book does not hesitate to move His servant to record man's highest religious ideals. It is folly to think for a moment that there is no rhythmic beauty, no moral sublimity in the precepts of the religions "under the sun." They are religions full of splendid sayings; but there is no salvation in them. 

Yes, this is a religious world, and the loftiest visions and the highest reach of its religious conceptions, may thus be summarized: "Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God (Elohim), and keep His commandments: for this is the whole duty of man" (Ecclesiastes 12:13 ). 

In all of this there is no grace, and no glory. The conception is human, a conception builded on a system of ethical visions. 

II. RELIGION IN ITS FUTURE PERSPECTIVE (Ecclesiastes 3:18-20 ) 
We now come to something most interesting. We are to discover wisdom's conception of God and the future. In order to do this we must shut ourselves out, for the time, from God's revelation of truth relative to faith, repentance, regeneration, Spirit-infilling, and the revelation of things to come. 

Other parts of the Bible give us a full revelation of these things. The Book of Ecclesiastes, to the contrary, gives us only what human understanding and wisdom can discover concerning the future hope of the man "under the sun." 

Let not any one, man or woman, imagine for one moment that we are discrediting the inspiration of the Book of Ecclesiastes. The same God who inspired Paul in the writing of the Book of Romans and of the Book of Ephesians, inspired Solomon to pen Ecclesiastes. However, God led Solomon to set forth everything which human wisdom could discover relative to the man "under the sun." We said everything; we mean everything that God wanted us to know. 

1. Let us observe first a statement in Ecclesiastes 8:8 . The Scripture reads: "There is no man that hath power over the spirit to retain the spirit; neither hath he power in the day of death: and there is no discharge in that war; neither shall wickedness deliver those that are given to it." 

The believer, of course, accepts everything stated above. He knows, however, much more than the fact that no man has power over the spirit to retain it. He knows that there is no discharge in that war, either to the saint or to the sinner. He knows, however, that time is coming an hour when a whole generation of God's people upon the earth shall never die. God said, "Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep." 

He knows that "the Lord Himself shall descend from Heaven with a shout * * * then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up * * to meet the Lord in the air" (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 ). 

2. Let us observe a second statement in Ecclesiastes 8:10 . " So I saw the wicked buried, who had come and gone from the place of the holy, and they were forgotten, in the city where they had so done: this is also vanity." 

The man "under the sun" fully realizes these everyday facts. The wicked are buried. They are gone and forgotten. The man "under the sun," however, sees nothing beyond this death. He sees the body buried, but he has no definite word about the spirit. Nothing vital about the world to come. The Indian dreams of his "happy hunting ground on the other side of death." The man "under the sun" faces a great eternal future with blinded eye? 

3. Let us observe the third statement, in Ecclesiastes 3:19 , Ecclesiastes 3:20 . " For that which befalleth the sons of men befalleth beasts; even one thing befalleth them; as the one dieth, so dieth the other; yea, they have all one breath; so that a man hath no preeminence over a beast: for all is vanity. All go unto one place; all are of the dust, and all turn to dust again." 

This may be true of the bodies of men and beasts; but not of the spirits. Wisdom knows nothing about the resurrection body of men. The man "under the sun," in the spirit of the agnostic, cries out, For "who knoweth the spirit of man that goeth upward, and the spirit of the beast that goeth downward to the earth?" The man "under the sun" says "All things come alike to all: there is one event to the righteous, and to the wicked; to the good and to the clean, and to the unclean; * * there is one event to them all. * * They live, and after that they go to the dead" (Ecclesiastes 9:2-3 ). 

Oh, how different is the story of the man who knows the Lord Jesus, and who believes God's revelation of things to come. He, like Job, can say: "Yet in my flesh shall I see God." 

III. THE STORY OF THE AGED AND HIS LONG HOME (Ecclesiastes 12:2-7 ) 
In presenting this we are asking the privilege of quoting once more from our Book on Ecclesiastes. 

The final picture of Ecclesiastes has been taken by many to be the graphic portrayal of the man "under the sun," grown old with his earth life, and now ready to depart to what the Book calls, his "long home." This is doubtless the case. 

The picture is of man when the evil days come, the days when he has no pleasure in the things "under the sun." It is the time when the sun and the light and the moon and the stars are darkened, and the clouds return after the rain; in other words, the time of "shadows." 

Old age is the day "when the keepers of the house shall tremble," the old man's limbs shake, as he hobbles on his weary way. It is the day when, "The strong men shall bow themselves," no matter how strong his youth, and how erect his carriage in the olden days, now he is stooped and bent. 

Old age presents the grinders ceasing, "because they are few," the teeth have decayed and are gone; "and those that look out of the windows be darkened," the eyesight begins to fail and vision is dim; "and the doors shall be shut in the streets," the giddy, thoughtless talk of youth has ceased, his words are few and weighty. 

Old age finds the mastication of the food but badly done, for "the sound of the grinding is low"; and but few hours are taken in sleep, "and he shall rise up at the voice of the bird"; and the days of his pleasure seeking are past, for "the daughters of music shall be brought low." 

Old age presents a caution not known in youth. There is no more the scaling of cliffs or the climbing of trees, for "they shall be afraid of that which is high"; and, there is no more childish fun for the "grasshopper shall be a burden," and then "the almond tree shall flourish," signifying, perhaps, that the hair is white with age; and "desire shall fail," that is, the body ceases to functionize, and perhaps the mind is too tired to wish or to will. 

This picture portrays the man who has lived out his days of "vanity" on earth and is now going "to his long home," while "the mourners go about the streets." Then the last word is given. Death comes slowly but surely, and the man "under the sun" yields homage to this last grim lord. Ecclesiastes thus describes his death. 

"Or ever the silver cord be loosed," the cord of life, or, as some put it, the spinal cord which gathers together the "cords of life," and centers them in the base of the brain, is loosed, "or the golden bowl be broken," the head, the seat of the brain, ceases to act; the brain is stopped. 

"Or the pitcher be broken at the fountain"; the lungs give way, death hemorrhages set in. "Or the wheel broken at the cistern," the heart, the center of all life, ceases to beat death has come; "then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it." 

Such is the final word, and how sad a word it is. Not one ray of light to pierce the shadows of the great beyond, save the half breathed, and deceptive hope, that the spirit has gone to God who gave it. Go with me to the burial of the man of this world. Let it be in a land where men know not God. Oh, the hopelessness of it all, not a ray of light to pierce the gloom. The most you can find there is some vague idea that the spirit has gone to Him from whom it came. 

Gather with me around the grave where the unbeliever is to be buried. The one who has known but refused God's grace. What can be said or done? Perhaps, at the proper moment, a lone dove is turned loose from its prison cage, and freed to mount up and with swift pinion to disappear through the heavens. It is thus men think of death. It is thus they seek to calm their hearts in the time of their decease, but how utterly foreign to truth is all of this. 

Men, apart from saving Blood, can never depart to be with Christ. 

Christ in death could say: "Father, into Thy hands I commend My spirit," and in ascension He did go up through the heavens, and was seated at the Father's right hand; but only those who are "in Him" can follow Him there. Christ spoke to His disciples of His going to the Father; and Thomas said: "Lord, we know not whither Thou goest; and how can we know the way?" Christ answered, "I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me." 

Ecclesiastes, without one thought of Christ or of "Atoning Blood," passed the old man's spirit to God. This is because Ecclesiastes presents man's idea of death an idea which would usher all men into the presence of a Holy God. This cannot be. In order to depart and be with Christ and God, one must have been redeemed. For no unclean thing shall enter in thereat. 

Oh, man of the world, get you above the sun in your vision. Be not content with fearing God and keeping His commandments, which is, according to the man "under the sun," the whole of man. Get you away from "under the sun"; "cease ye from man, whose breath is in his nostrils." Bow down on thy knees before a merciful God and plead His wondrous grace wrought out for you in Jesus Christ. See yourself quickened in Christ, given a new life; raised in Christ, given a new position; made to sit with Christ in Heavenly places, given a new fellowship. "Look unto Me, and be ye saved." 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
"Look well to the money you receive for many counterfeits are being circulated." This warning often appears in our newspapers and we do well to heed it. Counterfeiters reap their largest illegitimate harvests from the manufacture of gold coins containing a large amount of gold, but not as much as genuine coins contain. Sometimes alloy is added, while others work on genuine coins. They saw them through, remove the interior, fill up the space with base metal and unite the doctored coin by brazing. The outside in every case is real gold, the alloy hidden. 

Something similar is being clone today in deceiving the Church. False teachers are removing the gold of the Atonement from the Gospel and substituting the alloy of reformation. Some are denying the Divinity of Christ and proclaiming the divinity of man. "Look well to your religion," and do as we are so often told by manufacturers: "accept no substitutes!" 

